Rilya Wilson Act

Pursuant to s. 39.604, Florida Statutes, a child from birth to the age of school entry, who is under
court-ordered protective supervision or in out-of-home care and is enrolled in an early education
or child care program must attend the program 5 days a week unless the court grants an
exemption. A child enrolled in an early education or child care program who meets the
requirements of this act may not be withdrawn from the program without prior written approval
of the Department or community-based care lead agency. If a child covered by this act is absent,
' the program shall report any unexcused absence or seven excused absences to the Department or
the community-based care lead agency by the end of the business day following the unexcused
absence or seventh consecutive excused absence.

Educational stability and transition are key components of this act to minimize disruptions, secure
- attachments and maintain stable relationships with supportive caregivers of children from birth to
. school age. Successful partnerships are imperative to ensure that these attachments are not
disrupted due to placement in out-of-home care or subsequent changes in out-of-home
placement. A child must be allowed to remain in the child care or early education setting that
he/she attended before entry into out-of-home care, unless the program is not in the best interest
. of the child. If a child from birth to school-age leaves a child care or early education program, a
transition plan needs to be developed that involves cooperation and sharing of information among
- all persons involved, respects the child’s developmental stage and associated psychological needs,
and allows for a gradual transition from one setting to another.

This law provides priority for child care services for specified children who are at risk of abuse,
neglect, or abandonment. These children are also known as Protective Services childrgn.

|

Rilya Wilson Act Requirements:

v" Protective services children MUST be enrolled to participate 5 days per week.

v" Protective services children MAY NOT be withdrawn without prior written approval from
the Department of Children and Families (DCF) or Community Based Care (CBC).

v" If a Protective Services child has 7 consecutive excused or any unexcused absence, the
child care provider MUST notify the appropriate community based care staff.

v" The Department and child care providers MUST follow local protocols set up by the CBC to
ensure continuity.

V" Ifitis not in the best interest of the child to remain at the child care or early education
program, the caregiver MUST work with the Case Manager, Guardian Ad Litem, child care
and educational staff, and educational surrogate, if one has been appointed, to determine
the best setting for the child.

Community-Based Care Lead Agencies Contact Information:
http://www.dcf.state.fl.us/programs/cbc/docs/leadagencycontacts.pdf

- ** |If you have concerns regarding any child that you may care for, please contact the Florida
Abuse Hotline at 1-800-96-ABUSE** o '




In just 10 MINUTES, a car's temperature can increase by 19°
Before getting out of your car, check the back seat ... DON’T FORGET

YOUR CHILD!

NEVER leave your child alone in a car and caLL 911 IF YOU SEE ANY
CHILD LOCKED IN A CAR! Developed by:
Place something in the back seat that you will need at  EssAiakuohait
ce of Family and

work, school, or home (your laptop; your lunch). Community Services

Gheck Bemml Tlle

BEFORE GETTING IN THE CAR AND STARTING THE ENGINE,
walk around the car and cHECK FOR KIDS, TGYS, AND PETS!
Malce sure there is NOTHING UNDER OR BEHIND YOUR CAR that could

attract a young child.
Pick UP TOYS, BIKES, CHALK, OR ANY TYPE OF Developed by:

EQUIPMENT around the driveway so that these items Rl
Office of Family and

don’t entice kids to play. Community Services
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What is the influenza (flu) virus?
Influenza (“the flu”) is caused by a virus which
infects the nose, throat, and lungs. According to
the US Center for Disease Control and Prevention

.. (CDC), the flu is more dangerous than the common
cold for children. Unlike the common cold, the
flu can cause severe illness and life threatening
complications in many people. Children under 5 who
have the flu commonly need medical care. Severe flu
complications are most common in children younger
than 2 years old. Flu season can begin as early as
October and last as late as May.
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For additional information, please visit
www.myflorida.com/childcare or contact your
local licensing office below:

How can I tell if my child has a cold,
or the flu?

Most people with the flu feel tired and have fever,
headache; dry cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy
nose, and sore muscles. Some people, especially
children, may also have stomach problems and
diarrhea. Because the flu and colds have similar
symptoms, it can be difficult to tell the difference
between them based on symptoms alone. In
general; the flu is worse than the common cold,

and symptoms such as fever, body aches, extreme “The Flu”
tiredness, and dry cough are more common and ‘ e riu
intense. People with colds are more likely to have a A Guide
runny or stuffy nose. Colds generally do not result

in serious health problems, such as pneumonia, CE/PI 175-70. June 2009
bacterial infections, or hospitalizations. ’

This brochure was created by the Department of Children and
Families in consultation with the Department of Health.

for Parents




